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1. Divisions Affected 
 
1.1 County-wide.  

 
2. Key Decision 
 
2.1 This is not a Key Decision. 

  
3. Purpose 
 
3.1 To seek approval for the appointment of Derbyshire County Council 

Members to the East Midlands Combined County Authority in readiness 
for its inaugural meeting. 

 
4. Information and Analysis 
 
4.1 A devolution deal for the creation of a new East Midlands Combined 

County Authority (EMCCA) was agreed between the four “Constituent 
Councils” (Derbyshire County Council, Derby City Council, 
Nottinghamshire County Council and Nottingham City Council) and the 
Government, on 30 August 2022. 



4.2 The Levelling-up and Regeneration Act 2023 received Royal Assent in 
October 2023, following which, formal approval was given in December 
2023 by the four Constituent Councils to the making of the Regulations 
to bring EMCCA into existence and provide it with necessary powers to 
function effectively. 

 
4.3 The Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities (DLUHC) 

laid the EMCCA Regulations prior to Christmas, which if passed, are 
expected to come into force at the end of February/beginning of March 
2024. Once the Regulations come into force, the EMCCA will 
immediately come into existence and the first election for Mayor of the 
EMCCA will take place on 2 May 2024. 

 
4.4 Once created, the EMCCA will need to hold meetings to make decisions 

and carry out its functions. The draft Regulations agreed by the four 
Councils require that each Constituent Council must appoint two of its 
elected members to act as members of the CCA and one of those 
members must be designated as a Lead Member (expected but not 
required to be the Leader of each Constituent Council). In addition, 
there must be two nominated substitute members to ensure adequate 
representation for meetings is available. 

 
4.5 So that there is no delay to the first meeting of the EMCCA once it has 

been created, it is necessary for each Constituent Council to secure 
their approvals in advance. 

 
4.6 In light of the above, it is proposed that, subject to the passing of the 

EMCCA Regulations, Cabinet:  
 

a. Appoints the Leader of the Council to act as a member of the 
EMCCA; 

b. Designates the Leader of the Council to act as the Lead Member on 
behalf of Derbyshire County Council; 

c. Appoints the Deputy Leader of the Council to act as a member of the 
EMCCA; and 

d. Appoints the Cabinet Member for Infrastructure and Environment and 
Cabinet Member for Clean Growth and Regeneration to act as a 
substitute member of the EMCCA in the absence of either of the 
above members (if required). 

  
4.7 Further nominations to other Committees and/or Advisory Boards of the 

EMCCA are likely to be required once the make-up of those bodies has 
been determined by the EMCCA as part of approval of its Constitution. 
Where political proportionality is required (for example as will be 
required for any Overview and Scrutiny Committee and the Audit 



Committee), the membership of each of those Committees, taken as a 
whole, will reflect so far as reasonably practicable the balance of 
political parties for the time being prevailing among members of the 
Constituent Councils when taken together. This means that their 
proportionality will reflect the overall political balance across the 
membership of all four Constituent Councils and nominations may be 
required from different political groups in order to achieve that balance. 
It is anticipated that the Monitoring Officer of the EMCCA will notify each 
Council of the balance requirements and the nominations will be sought 
accordingly. Cabinet is to note that there is no requirement for political 
balance to be achieved in making this decision to appoint elected 
members to act as members of the CCA. 

 
5. Consultation 
 
5.1 None required. 

 
6. Alternative Options Considered 
 
6.1 None. Appointments are required to enable the EMCCA to function 

effectively in line with primary and secondary legislation relating to 
Combined County Authorities. 

 
7. Implications 
 
7.1 Appendix 1 sets out the relevant implications considered in the 

preparation of the report. 
 

8. Background Papers 
 
8.1 Report to Council, Consent to the East Midlands Combined County 

Authority Regulations 2023, dated 7 December 2023. 
https://democracy.derbyshire.gov.uk/documents/s22853/Consent%20to
%20the%20East%20Midlands%20Combined%20County%20Authority
%20Regulations%202023%20-%20Full%20Council%2007.12.23.pdf  

 
9. Appendices 
 
9.1 Appendix 1 – Implications 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://democracy.derbyshire.gov.uk/documents/s22853/Consent%20to%20the%20East%20Midlands%20Combined%20County%20Authority%20Regulations%202023%20-%20Full%20Council%2007.12.23.pdf
https://democracy.derbyshire.gov.uk/documents/s22853/Consent%20to%20the%20East%20Midlands%20Combined%20County%20Authority%20Regulations%202023%20-%20Full%20Council%2007.12.23.pdf
https://democracy.derbyshire.gov.uk/documents/s22853/Consent%20to%20the%20East%20Midlands%20Combined%20County%20Authority%20Regulations%202023%20-%20Full%20Council%2007.12.23.pdf


10. Recommendations 
 
That, subject to the passing of the EMCCA Regulations, Cabinet: 
 

a) Appoints the Leader of the Council to act as a member of the EMCCA; 
b) Designates the Leader of the Council to act as the Lead Member on 

behalf of Derbyshire County Council; 
c) Appoints the Deputy Leader of the Council to act as a member of the 

EMCCA; and 
d) Appoints the Cabinet Member for Infrastructure and Environment and 

Cabinet Member for Clean Growth and Regeneration to act as a 
substitute member of the EMCCA in the absence of either of the 
above members (if required). 

 
11. Reason for Recommendations 
 
11.1 It is a requirement of the EMCCA Regulations, when passed, that the 

Constituent Councils nominate the necessary members to EMCCA to 
enable its proper and effective functioning and representation from each 
of its Constituent Council members. 
 

12. Is it necessary to waive the call in period? 
 
12.1 No. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Report 
Author: 

Chris Henning Contact 
details: 

Chris.Henning@derbyshire.gov.uk 

 
 
  



Appendix 1 
Implications 
 
Financial 
 
1.1 The EMCCA will be responsible for the payment of allowances to 

elected members appointed by the Council which are incurred in their 
role as a member of the EMCCA, such as attending meetings. The 
allowances will be set out in the Members’ Allowances Scheme 
approved by the EMCCA in due course.   

 
1.2 By virtue of Schedule 1 to the EMCCA Regulations, no remuneration 

can be paid by the EMCCA to its members other than allowances for 
travel and subsistence paid in accordance with its approved Allowances 
Scheme. 

 
Legal 
 
2.1 The Levelling Up and Regeneration Act 2023, which received royal 

assent on 26 October 2023, establishes a new type of combined county 
authority. This is distinct from a combined authority that can be created 
under the Local Democracy, Economic Development and Construction 
Act 2009. Whilst the Constituent Councils agreed a devolution deal with 
Government, the creation of a new East Midlands Combined County 
Authority is subject to the approval of the East Midlands Combined 
County Authority Regulations 2024 (EMCCA Regulations). 

 
2.2 Schedule 1 to the EMCCA Regulations require each Constituent 

Council to appoint two of its elected members to act as members of the 
CCA, designate one of those members appointed as Lead Member and 
appoint another two of its elected members to act as members of the 
CCA in the absence of the other members appointed. 
 

2.3 A person will cease to be a member or substitute member of the CCA if 
they cease to be an elected member of the Council. A person may 
resign as a member or substitute member of the CCA. A constituent 
member may also terminate the appointment of a member or substitute 
member at any time and appoint another member. 
 

2.4 The EMCCA Regulations set out those decisions taken by the CCA 
which will require the consent of the Lead Member. 

 
Human Resources 
 
3.1 None identified. 



Information Technology 
 
4.1 None identified. 
 
Equalities Impact 
 
5.1 No specific equality implications have been identified. Membership of 

external bodies is a governance matter. 
 
Corporate objectives and priorities for change 
 
6.1 “Work with partners and central government to deliver an East Midlands 

Combined County Authority and devolution deal to create jobs 
opportunities for training, improve the local economy, transport, and 
housing, and accelerate our route to reduce emissions to net” is a key 
action included in the Council Plan Refresh 2023-25. The creation of the 
EMCCA will ensure that much needed and long-awaited investment is 
available in Derbyshire to secure better outcome for local people and 
communities. 

 
Other (for example, Health and Safety, Environmental Sustainability, 
Property and Asset Management, Risk Management and Safeguarding) 
 
7.1 None identified. 
 


